Blackboard

Quick Guide

What

is a Blog?

A Blog is a collaborative tool that allows students to post their personal reflection about the course or discuss and

analyze course related materials. There are three types of blogs in a Blackboard course: individual, group or course
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blogs. An individual blog belongs only to one student and only that student can contribute to it. A group blog can be
added whenever a group is created. Only members of that particular group have access to it. In a course blog all
students can participate and contribute to the discussion.

Creating a Blog
From the Control Panel, click Course Tools
Click Blogs
Click Create Blog
On the Create Blog page, provide the blog Name and
Instructions
Set Blog Availability to ‘Yes’
If the blog is going to be restricted to a certain time
period, select Blog Date and Time Restrictions; other-
wise, leave the fields empty
Select what type of blog it is: an individual or a course
blog under Blog Participation
Specify Blog Settings by selecting either monthly or
weekly indexing and customizing editing options for
students. If the blog is going to be graded, select
Grade and specify Points possible
Click the Submit button

Create Blog Entry

Instructions
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Posted by Louisa Alcott at Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:15:17 PM CDT

One of the technologies that | couldn't live without is Skype. It allows me to stay in touch with my
friends and family on a regular basis. When | am working on the computer, | can instantly see when
my friends or family members come online and | can chat with them using built-in audio and video
capabilities. Before this technology became available, | used telephone and a text messenger to stay
in touch with my friends. While those are still great, nothing compares to actually seeing the person
you are communicating with.

A bit of history: Skype was founded in 2003 and in 2010 it averaged 124 million connected users per
month.

4 Comments: 1 Comment |

Winston Churchill said... [
Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:19:55 PM CDT

I use Skype as well. | think it's a great tool to not only stay in touch with friends, but also use it for
online meetings. And now Skype has screen-sharing capabilities.

Click Blogs
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“ About this Blog
Type: Course Blog
Entries by: Louisa Alcott
Entries: 1

Comments: 0

* View Entries by: L\ L2

Show Members without Entries ‘

All Course Members
Louisa Alcott (1)
Winston Churchill (1)

* Index
=] March 2011(1)
Skype

% Indicates New Entries
@ Indicates New Comments

Creating a Blog Entry
From the Course menu, click Tools

Click on the blog name

Click Create Blog Entry

Enter the Title of the entry

In the Entry Message area, type the blog entry. Using
the Visual Textbox Editor, faculty and students can
add multimedia files or embed mashups

7. Attach any files, if needed, under Blog Entry Files by
clicking Browse My Computer or Browse Content

8. Click the Submit button

/. Remember! \

e Blogs and journals can only be
viewed from Blackboard; they are
not publicly accessible

e Blogs do not support RSS

e If grading is enabled, a column
will be automatically added to
the Grade Center

e If a course is copied or archived,
blog and journal entries are not
copied or archived, but blog and
journal definitions are

e Links to course blogs, wikis or
journals can be added to the
course menu or to any content
area
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Grading a Blog

Click Blogs
Click on the blog name
icon [l displayed next to their name)

right under Blog Grade
Enter the grade under Current Grade Value
Enter comments to students under Feedback

Click the Save Grade button

If grading for the blog has been enabled, from the Course menu, click Tools

In the right-hand box, under View Entries by, click on the student you would like to
grade (Note: all students who haven’t been graded will have an exclamation point

After reading the entries displayed on the page, click on Edit Grade in the box on the

Enter notes under Grading Notes (those can only be seen by course instructors)

[* About this Blog
Type: Course Blog
Entries by: Winston Churchill
Entries: 1

Comments: 1

|* Blog Grade

Current Grade Value
[ Joutof10.0 View Rubric

Feedback:
Great work!

L

Grading Notes:
Good idea for a topic.

A journal is self-reflective tool for students. Only the student and the instructor are able
to add comments to journal entries. However, journals can be made public by the instruc-
tor so all enrolled users can read all entries made to the journal topic. Group journal
entries can be read by all group members and the course instructor.

What is a Journal?
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Text Editor ‘ Cancel ]
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% View Entries by: i};\

Show Members without Entries [

All Course Members
Louisa Alcott (1)
Winston Churchill (1) [

Instructions |

* About this Journal
Author: Willa Cather

After completing all required study activities for this unit, post a 1-2 paragraph x

which you'd like further clarification, include those questions in your reflection.

reflection of what you have learned in this unit. In your | Learned” journal, describe at
least 3 key concepts, ideas or practices that you can take from the unit presentations,
readings, and study activities. Also, if you have any questions about Unit 2 topic(s) on

| [% more Journals [ < | >
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Entries: 1
Comments: 0

Show Empty Journals |

Olga URBAN (0)
Willa Cath 1
Unit 2 Reflection ¥ SaCatiori1)

Posted by Willa Cather at Thursday, March 17,2011 11:31:21 PM CDT x I:dex
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Three concepts that | found useful: using RSS to subscribe to the blogs | am Unit 2 Reflection
interested in; Diigo to organize links more effectively (it's great to be able to
access all my ‘Favorites’ from anywhere in the world) and a couple of the
microblogging sites we have covered (I think those are great to post short
relevant updates on the new technologies or tools | am learning). There's a
great potential for all these tools both in teaching and learning and this unit
made me more aware of that potential.

% Indicates New Entries
@ Indicates New Comments
[ Indicates Not Graded User
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Creating a Journal Entry
From the Course menu, click Tools
Click on the journal name
Click Create Journal Entry
Enter the Title of the entry
In the Entry Message area, type the journal entry. Using the
Visual Textbox Editor, faculty and students can embed
multimedia files or mashups
Attach any files, if needed, under Journal Entry Files by click-
ing Browse My Computer or Browse Content Collection
Click the Submit button

Creating a Journal

1. From the Control Panel, click Course Tools

2. Click Journals

3. Click Create Journal

4. On the Create Journal page, provide the journal
Name and Instructions

5. Set Journal Availability to ‘Yes’

6. If the journal is going to be restricted to a certain

time period, select Journal Date and Time
Restrictions; otherwise, leave the fields empty

7. Specify Journal Settings by selecting either
monthly or weekly indexing and customizing ed-
iting options for students. If you would like, stu-
dents to see each others journals, then select to
Permit Course Users to View Journal. If the
journal is going to be graded, select Grade and
specify Points possible

8. Click the Submit button

®

e Grading a Journal is similar to grading a Blog

Remember!
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